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		The Hall of Fame and Lifetime Achievement Awards
The Minnesota Meetings + Events Hall of Fame and Lifetime Achievement Award is a special program that coincides with the Best Of Awards. Members of our Editorial Advisory Board nominate regional meeting and event professionals and suppliers who have demonstrated outstanding work and significantly contributed to the industry. The advisory board meets to discuss the nominees and then together they choose the year’s Hall of Fame inductees. The inductees are notified and are featured in the magazine and honored at the Best Of Awards party.
The most recent winners for 2007 are:
Lifetime Achievement Award
Devie Hagen 
Director of Sales / Madden's on Gull Lake
Asked about her history in the profession and why she loves it, Devie Hagen, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement award, says, “It just gets in your blood. It doesn’t matter if you’re a supplier or a meeting planner, it just does.” Hagen explains she thinks “hospitality” is an ideal term for the industry because everyone is so gracious and fun.
After working in other types of sales during her career, Hagen says that she loves seeing the process in event planning. “You start triggering your client’s visions and we have the wonderful opportunity to see both the start and the beginning. You see it full circle.”
As for her position at Madden’s, Hagen says, “I love that it’s family-owned and I’m at one of the most beautiful resorts in Minnesota, if not the whole United States.”
Hagen recounts a story that demonstrates her standing in the field. “Beyond this award, one of the best compliments I’ve gotten was at an MPI event recently. I was introducing myself and someone came up behind me and said, ‘You don’t have to give your last name. You’re like Madonna. You’re just Devie.’ ”
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